
January 7, lC964 

Dr. Clsnslls E. Renda 
Research Repartmmt 
Walter E. FernaId State School 
Waitham, Massachus8tts 

IMar Dr. Benda: 

Thank you for having sent )rour reprint on personality factors in mild mental 
retardation, which I read again more earafully aft&r having glanced at ft in 
th% or3g1nal publicaticm. I certainly concur wfth the cautions that you 
rafss wtth regard to any monolithic fnterpratstlm of mental retard&ton. 
1 f?nd it just as sxasporatlng to know how many educationfsts and sociologists 
are sssentialiy ignorant of mechanisms of genetic action as it must ba for 
thorn to view tha more extreme genaticfsm and lack of appreciation of cultural 
factor5 on tha p8rt of a small minority of my own coil~agues. 

Raad5ng your paper t was struck with the possibility that an incautIous and 
uncritical reader might rsadi ly mlsintorprst your main point. You ware care- 
fu? to point out that the factor of family disorganfzatiorr plays a crttical 
role tn lsadlng to ths institutfonallration of an affected child; 1 am a little 
afraid that some loss sophisticated readers might confuse this with your back- 
ground discussion on the actual etiology of mild retardation. 

Surely, with all the pol&mlcs of nature vs. nurture, the essential issue is 
the remediabi 1 ity of ml ld retardation by educational and social counseling 
efforts. This can oufy be determined emplril=ally, not in any useful way by 
a priori argumant. In assosslng the rasults of any mdlel mai~suras~ it 
should be of utmost importance to undarstand the nature of the sampling by 
which the subjects are obtained, and your work, among others, pofnts uut 
some of the spacfal foaturas of tha fnstitutionailzed part of the subject 
population that might be most readfly accossfbte for such trials. 

Many of the assertions 1 have heard about the etiology of “‘socio-cultural 
retardation”’ have bean very much more dogmatic than your discussion with 
rarspoct to thQ rola of gmotypic factors fn intellfgenca, and 1 do hopa 
that more can be dono to alevatr the problem to the plans whors it belongs, 
one of unprejudtced fnvestigatfon of a subject cc#lcerning which wa really 
know vary 1 ittle. 

have you thought critically about the statistics that you quote an page 2b? 
The 0.16 of severe retardation would s%em to rufer to the institutlone~ierd 
populatfon, but what do wa know of thu fraction of affected indtviduals who 
are instftuticznalizasd under this heading? Doss the reference to s as mildly 
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retarded reflect anythfng more OtsJective than the deffnftion of retardation 
a5 the lowest 3-percent? Is? And of this last category would It bs fafrtor 
to say: (1) in this ranga of Intelligence socfo-cultural factors play a 
prmkmfnant ertlotogfcal rola, or (2) In this range of intelligence socio- 
cultural f83ctors play z4r-8 essential role in the effective utflfratfon of the 
fnherent capocfty of the irtdfvfdual. 
exctusrve.) 

(That or should not be considered 

f ww1d bst very plenmd to continue to racelve your pub1 icatfonr. 

Sincerely yours, 

4oshua kderbawg 
Professor of Genetics 


